Definition.?A contagious disease of the skin, due to the presence of the Achorion Schoerilenii, a parasitic plant, and characterised by pal or sulphur-yellow coloured, cup-shaped crusts, and a peculiar offensive odour. It generally affects the hairy scalp, but is occasionally found on other parts of the body. It especially affects the hair follicles, but is also found in the epidermis, and on the nails. Wilson* defines it as a disease of the epidermic lining of the hair follicles, and looks on it as n variety of his granular degeneration of the cells of the rete mucosum.
In India, where all the circumstances deemed essential to the growth and reproduction of the fungus are in full force, the disease is common amongst men On the first appearance of the disc, its edges are somewhat depressed below the surface of the cuticle, but as it enlarges they become more and more elevated and prominent, and a series of concentric lines or grooves may be detected on them.
A hypertemic areola will be found surrounding the margin of the disc, which increases with the increase of the crust, and as it becomes more raised and larger, so does the congestion become deeper in colour, and more extended. If the disc is removed it will be found to rest in a depression in the epidermis, which is covered by a thin, red, shining cuticle "which is most marked by contrast in the native. Most authors consider that this depression is the result of pressure, especially as within a couple of hours or so after the removal of the crust, it disappears leaving the skin of one level. Mr The hairs from the very first suffer. At first they appear dull, and to have lost their natural gloss, as a result of the destruction of the sebaceous glands. They look dry, and are covered with a fine dust.
Soon they become atrophied, of abnormal colour, twisted, easily broken, and removable with the slightest force. This leads to the formation of partially bald places, which with natives is most often the first thing that attracts attention, and not the itching?a sensation to which they are too much accustomed to think much of, unless excessive. In the bared patches will be seen, however, numerous broken, split and twisted hai:s, which can be readily removed entire. These changes are due not only fo the disease of the hair follicles, but to the invasion of the hairs themselves by the achorion.
In the final stage of all, the crusts fall, carrying the remaining hairs witU them and a state of true incurable alopecia i3 left. The skin is f >und thin and atrophied, the consequence, Neumann says, of the continued pressure exercised by the favus crusts, which may even lead to ulceration, and the formation of cicatrices which are often found adherent to the bone. These depressed atrophied patches correspond exactly to the position of the favus patches. From In those cases met with in connection with favus, the condition was not the result of ill-judged local applications; as they had been innocent of all treatment, and moreover the appearances of kerion are so peculiar that when once recognised they are not easy to mistake.
In these cases the patches were raised, red, bare, and had'a doughy feel, different from that presented by a collection of matter under the skin. They were perforated by a number of holes, from which a viscid opaque fluid could be pressed. A probe passed into any of the openings, which could be done without much difficulty, but did not pass beyond a very limited space.
In six of the 8 cases maggots had been bred, cne was found uuder the skin, there being decided purulent discharge, the whole of the kerion patch however not being so altered. On the face, neck, ears, and surface of the body, and limbs generally, there were numerous small circular scaly patches, covering more or less the whole surface. All the nails on both hands were affected.
On the limbs and back were numerous papulae, probably the result of scratching. There was great itching.
The woman was half starved, and looked 20 years older than she was really.
2.
Hindoo, male, aged 14. Duration of the disease, IS months ; it commenced in the rainy season. As a result of the first outbreak, there were several, more or less circular, patches on the scalp denuded of hair, the skin being thin, red, and atrophied. On the rest of the scalp were numerous yellow cupped discs, some scattered, some aggregated in large patches. In some of the patches the scalls were gray-white in colour and white.
There was the usual offensive odour.
On the face, baclc, abdomen, arms, and thighs, were numerous small, circular scaly patches like those seen at the beginning of tinea circinata, without the red raised margin.
3. Mahomedan, male, aged 18. Duration of the disease, 4
years.
On the scalp were atrophied denuded patches and also recently developed yellow discs.
On the face, arms, and legs, were circular scaly patches as in the other two.
4. Hindoo, male, aged 7. Duration of disease, 3 years. His brother aged 9, had it first. There were no bare patches. The hairs ail over were less numerous than usual, shrivelled, and broken away, and matted together with a greyish dry scall (fa vus squarrosa), at the margin of which were several characteristic yellow discs. On his face were numerous circular grey-white scaly patches ; none on the trunk.
His brother who had the disease a year longer presented the entire skin of the scalp thin, atrophied, and almost devoid of hairs, whilst the margin presented yellow favus cups, and an apparently normal amount of unhealthy hair.
5. Mahommedan, male, aged {11. Duration of tlie disease, 2 years; no denuded atrophied patches, but numerous characteristic yellow discs and foetid odour. On the face and forehead were several circular branny patches.
6. Mahommedan, male, aged 7. Duration of disease. 5 years.
On the scalp were numerous patches of permanent alopecia; and also presenting short atrophied broken hairs, which pierced whitish grey scales, a few of which still retained concavity. They were yellow at first. There was the peculiar mousy odour.
On the face, back of the neck, chest and shoulders, were numerous small circular scaly patches, which had spread downwards and become developed subsequent to the favus of the scalp.
In the first of the above cases, the favus had undoubtly spread to the face and body; but in the remainder the characters of the spots might leave some doubt as to whether it was not a combination of favus and tinea circinata. The spots were smaller than is usually the case in tinea circinata, except when it is of very recent origin, and had none of the characters of that form of parasitic skin affection ; and moreover were exactly similar in all the six cases.
3.
Favus unguium?onychomycosis?from the achorion Schoenleinii, is still more uncommon even than favus of the epidermis. It was only noted twice in the 84 cases, and in both the disease was of no long standing ; and one of them has been detailed above; now and again this form has been met with as the primary affection. It usually is found secondary to favus of other portions of the body, especially of the scalp, during the progress of which, and from its concomitant scratching, some of the spores become lodged under the nails and grow there. Dr. McCall Anderson says that Mahon first, observed the affection on his own person, having contracted it when treating children affected with favus. The symptoms are well described by Bazin. After the spores have remained for some time, and have commenced to germinate beneath the nail, the latter becomes thickened over the affected part, whilst its color at the same time changes apparently, becoming gradually more and more yellow; owing to the favus matter shining through. As the fungus grows and increases, it gradually presses on the nail, causing further changes. Its longitudinal strife become very evident, and fissures are formed. By degrees as the presure on the superjacent nail continues, it becomes thinner and thinner till a perforation occurs, and then a favus cup makes its appearance externally, more or less deformed, however, owing to the pressure previously exercised on it from above.
(To be continued.)
